
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

We are so grateful for the trust you’ve placed in us, and honor your trust with honesty and 
transparency. Over the past several months Movement School Eastland has been diligently 
working to prepare a school entry plan that best reflects our commitment to the health and 
safety of our students and staff. Last week I shared our intent to provide the option of full day, 
in-person instruction, five days a week or virtual instruction. Recent data regarding the rise of 
COVID-19 cases in Mecklenburg county has forced us to reexamine our in-person plan. Our 
Network and Board of Directors have engaged in many discussions about our entry plan over 
the past few days. While our new campus is able to safely accommodate every student, 
everyday, and we are confident in our ability to provide a safe school environment, the 
challenge to do so amid current rising case numbers, is not prudent. Over 50% of parents 
prefer in-person instruction, and we want to honor our promise to provide it. To allow more 
time for numbers of new cases to flatten or decrease, we have shifted our start of school 
plan. Our revised plan includes two weeks of staggered entry beginning Monday, Monday 
August 17. In-person instruction will be an option for staggered entry. In-person and 
staggered entry plan details are provided below. Upon review of the key data points below, a 
determination of whether we will begin in-person instruction or move to full virtual instruction 
beginning September 2 will be made. This data will be reviewed on a two week cycle.  
 
Key data points: 

1. The number of new COVID-19 cases in Charlotte Mecklenburg County (Are numbers 
flat and/or down?) 

2. Data from other states who are opening schools with in-person instruction ( What 
impacts, if any are there?) 

3. Parent and staff surveys (What are parent and staff preferences?) 
4. NC public schools re-entry plans (What plans are other schools implementing?) 

 
We are incredibly excited to begin the school year with you and your child! We believe we are 
positioned for an amazing school year where challenges are overcome through trust and 
partnership. Thank you for your continued trust in us. As always, please reach out to me with 
any questions you have.  
 
With Gratitude,  
 
 
Barbara Robinson 
School Director 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Staggered Entry 
Dates: August 17-28, 2020 
Date assignments are based on students’ last names. Parents will receive notification of their 
staggered entry dates by 5:00pm, Monday, August 10. Groupings for staggered entry days 
will be the same each time students engage in instruction.  
 
Purpose: 
This is an opportunity for us to get to know more about your child-his/her personality, 
strengths, and areas for growth. This information and data will help us create heterogeneous 
class groupings that provide the greatest opportunities for growth and development. 
 
In-Person Staggered Entry Plan Overview: 
1. Students will come to school for the full school day (8:00am-3:15pm). There will be a  
    total of five students in each classroom. To maintain the health and safety of our   
    students and staff, parents will not be permitted to enter the school building.  
a. Doors will open at 7:45am. 
b. The school day will begin at 8:00am. 
c. Parents will be required to complete and submit a daily symptoms check for their child.  
           This check can be completed online beginning at 6:00am, daily.  
d. Temperature screenings will be conducted before your child enters the school building.  
           If your child has a temperature of 100.4 or greater, s/he will not be permitted to enter  
           the school building.  
e. Breakfast and lunch will be provided (breakfast begins at 7:45am 
f. Busses will run following the established schedule. 
 
2. In groups of five or less, students will engage in activities to acclimate them to our   
           school building, classrooms, routines/procedures, and expectations. Activities are   
           designed to encourage students’ expression of their personalities and the formation of  
           new friendships.  
3. Our team will conduct diagnostic assessments throughout the day, gathering  
           information regarding students’ strengths and growth areas in reading development,  
           number concepts, social-emotional development, and play.  
 
Virtual Staggered-Entry Plan Overview: 

1.  Individual schedules will be sent to parents by 5:00pm, Wednesday, August 12th 
2. Sessions will be scheduled between the hours of 8:00am and 3:15pm.  
3. Students will engage in activities (individual and small group) to acclimate them to our 

routines/procedures, and expectations. Activities are designed to encourage students’ 
expression of their personalities and the formation of new friendships.  



 

 

 

4. Our team will conduct diagnostic assessments during each session, gathering 
information regarding students’ strengths and growth areas in reading development, 
number concepts, social-emotional development, and play.  

 
This season reminds us of the importance of being prepared for all possible situations. While 
we hope to be able to continue to provide in-person instruction, we believe it is wise to plan 
for the possibility that we may have to transition to our remote learning plan at some point this 
school year. Beginning August 24, classroom teachers will introduce the virtual learning 
platforms and applications to students by incorporating them into daily lesson plans. 
Teachers will dedicate time to ensuring students understand how to use their issued 
electronic device, log on to the appropriate platform/application, and access instruction and 
assignments. Don’t worry! We will post tutorials on our website, and host information/ training 
sessions (virtually and in-person, if possible) for parents/guardians. More information about 
our virtual learning platforms and applications will be shared during our Open House and 
Back to School events.  
 
Instructional programming begins Monday, August 31, 2020. 
 
Virtual Learning Platforms and Applications 
Movement School Eastland will provide every student with an electronic device for use during 
virtual instruction and remote learning. Zoom and Google Meet will be the primary platforms 
used for synchronous virtual instruction. Independent work and project assignments will be 
assigned through Seesaw and/or Canvas. These platforms and applications will be 
downloaded on your child’s issued device. 
 
Open House 
We are excited to meet you! Please plan to join our Open House event Friday, August 7th. 
Join us as we walk through key COVID-19 health and safety precautions (i.e. health surveys, 
temperature screenings, handwashing, face coverings, etc.), review our staggered entry plan, 
and answer your questions. You will also have an opportunity to learn more about and 
register for our school amenities. We are offering virtual and in-person (socially distanced in 
groups of 20 or less) sessions. Please sign up for your preferred time here. If you are unable 
to join, a recording of the event will be posted to our website. Information and registration for 
school amenities (uniforms, transportation, lunch, after school programming, etc.) will also be 
posted.  

 


